
DeCS– Health Sciences Descriptors: 

license agreement and conditions of use 

Read carefully: Upon downloading and using the DeCS vocabulary, you ("User") 

expressly agree with the conditions defined below 

1. About DeCS 

1.1  The structured and trilingual DeCS vocabulary - Health Sciences 

Descriptors was created by the Latin American and Caribbean Center 

on Health Sciences Information – BIREME, a specialized center of the 

Pan American Health Organization, the regional office for the 

Americas of the World Health Organization, hereinafter 

“BIREME/PAHO/WHO”, from the MeSH - Medical Subject Headings of 

the U.S. National Library of Medicine, with the objective of 

permitting the use of a controlled terminology both in the indexing 

and in the search by subject for technical and scientific literature in 

the LILACS, MEDLINE and other databases available in the Virtual 

Health Library (“VHL”), providing a consistent environment of 

recovery of information in health sciences in the region, regardless of 

the language. 

1.2 DeCS integrates the LILACS methodology and is an integrating 

component of the VHL, is annually updated, and the utilization of the 

most recent version is promoted. 

2. Terms and conditions of use 

2.1 The user recognizes all the intellectual property rights of 

BIREME/PAHO/WHO, especially the authorship, with regard to DeCS, 

in the Portuguese, Spanish, and English languages. 

2.2 The content of DeCS obtained from the MeSH–Medical Subject 

Headings is the property of the U.S. National Library of Medicine, that 



is recognized by BIREME/PAHO/WHO and by the user as creator, 

maintainer and supplier of the aforementioned content. 

2.3 The user is permitted to use DeCS, in all the forms and media 

provided by BIREME/PAHO/WHO, including when part of other 

programs (software), as well as to make copies for personal or 

corporate use, forbidden the marketing and the modification of its 

content. In case of corporate use, the user must clearly identify 

BIREME/PAHO/WHO as the owner of the copyright, as well as the 

creator, maintainer, and supplier of the data. 

2.4 The DeCS is brought up to date annually and the user must identify 

the version being used (example: DeCS 2008 version), as well as is 

requested to always obtain and use the most up-to-date version of 

the vocabulary. 

2.5 BIREME/PAHO/WHO does not assume any responsibility for the use or 

application of the DeCS vocabulary, in whole or in part, by the user, 

who will be the sole responsible for any harm caused to a third party. 

2.6 The acquisition of DeCS, in whatever media existing or which may be 

created, does not transfer, attribute or confer the user any 

intellectual property right, on the whole or any of the parts 

constituting the DeCS vocabulary. 

2.7 The breach of any of the conditions of use here defined will subject 

the user to the sanctions foreseen in legislation of intellectual 

property (copyright) in effect. 

3. Validity, cost, and guarantee. 

3. Validity, cost, and guarantee. 

3.1 The license agreement of use of the DeCS version has limited validity 

and will last until 9 (nine) months after the launch of the new version 

by BIREME/PAHO/WHO. 

3.2 This license agreement grants free use. 



3.3 BIREME/PAHO/WHO does not confer – and the user will not have the 

right to – any service of technical assistance, warrantee or 

maintenance of DeCS, and the eventual offer of those services is 

mere liberality of BIREME/PAHO/WHO. 

3.4 It is established that BIREME/PAHO/WHO does not have any 

responsibility for damages caused in electronic equipments due to the 

installation or use of computer programs (software) that contain 

DeCS. 


